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Concept Note 

 
The languages and cultures of the world are dying out at a rate never experienced 

before. There are about 7,000 languages in the world, of which the majority are indigenous 
languages. These minority indigenous languages and cultures are under threat mostly due 
to assimilation to the major languages and cultures, for employment, education and due to 
displacement. It is possible that more than 50% of these languages will cease to be 
passed on to the next generation within this century.  

One might ask why there should be any conscious effort to save these languages.But 
with every language which is lost, the oral tradition of an entire culture is also lost; we lose 
the indigenous knowledge system, the idea of there being different means and ways of 
existence, the age-old traditional medicines, anecdotes, folktales, folklores, music, songs 
and dances, among others. People of different cultures and languages have their own 
unique ways of understanding and looking at the world, and we lose that perspective as 
well. The more linguistically and culturally diverse people are, the more knowledge 
humanity will collectively have. The linguistic and cultural documentation of a community is 
an endeavour to save that knowledge and information. It also provides the opportunity to 
the community to revive their language and culture, if the community so desires. Many 
academic departments and non-profit organizations have shown interest in saving 
languages and cultures. Today, language documentation aims to document, preserve and 
disseminate documentary records by making use of technology for retrieving information, 
and recording and archiving data. 

The state of Jharkhand and surrounding regionsprovide a notable case of linguistic 
and cultural diversity in India. The region is home to three language families –Austro-
Asiatic, Dravidian and Indo-Aryan – and thirty-two scheduled tribes, as well as a number of 
other ethnic groups. Due to globalization, the languages and cultures of this region, like 
elsewhere, are facing serious threats. Younger people in many communities now no longer 
actively use their mother tongue in their daily lives. The tradition and the values of the 
community are suddenly falling out of practice, as a result of which the age-old knowledge 
systems of many communities are now being lost. Although this region was the first in 
India to see a university working with the community members of endangered cultures for 
the protection and conservation of the same, there is the need for a renewed effort to 
achieve this;researchers trained in language and cultural documentation, working closely 
with the global network of like-minded people, is the need the hour.  

With the aim of enhancing the capability of young scholars, academicians, community 
members and language and cultural activists todocument the quickly vanishing 
endangered languages and cultures, Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi, 
Jharkhand, is organizing a ten-day workshop entitled International Workshop on the 
Documentation of Endangered Languages and Cultures - With Special Reference to 
Jharkhand, in collaboration with Dr Ram Dayal Munda Tribal Welfare Research Institute, 
Government of Jharkhand and the Endangered Language Documentation Programme, 
SOAS, University of London from April 14-23, 2019 in Ranchi, Jharkhand, India. 



In the workshop, participants will interact with eminent language experts, linguists, 
anthropologists, and cultural activists,to learn about multilingualism, multiculturalism, 
language and culture endangerment, audio-visual documentation, and the use of 
technology in language and culture conservation. The participants will receive hands-on 
training in audio-visual documentation of some of the endangered languages and cultures 
of Jharkhand. The fieldwork will focus on ethical interaction with the communities and the 
recording of linguistic and cultural data. This fieldwork will then be followed by practical 
training on data archiving and analysis and the use of technology in language and culture 
conservation. 
 
Objectives of the workshop: 

 To help participants understand the importance of diversity and to motivate them 
towards thinking about documenting and preserving linguistic and cultural diversity 

 To introduce participants to the methodology of language and culture description 
and documentation 

 To equip participants with the basic knowledge of linguistics and cultural studies 
required for such documentation and to teach them through the assignment method 

 To familiarize participants with techniques in language and cultural documentation, 
preservation and dissemination. 

 To sensitise the participants about the importance to work with the community in 
language and culture conservation. 
 

Tentative list of resource persons: 
1. Dr Mandana Seyfeddinipur, Director, Endangered Languages Documentation 

Programme (ELDP), SOAS, University of London 
2. Prof. Dr John Michael Peterson, Head of Department - Linguistics, University of Kiel, 

Germany 
3. Prof. Dr Gail Coelho, University of Delhi 
4. Dr Netra Prasad Paudyal, Kiel University, Germany 
5. Judith Voss, MA, Kiel University, Germany 
6. Felix Rau, MA, Cologne University, Germany 
 
Topics to be covered in the workshop: 
Multilingualism and multiculturalism  
Language and Cultural Documentation 
Language Endangerment 
Introduction to Jharkhand – Cultural and Linguistic Perspectives 
Introduction to Linguistics (Phonology, Morphology and Syntax) 
Field Methodology and Ethics 
Audio-Visual Documentation 
Current Trends in Language and Cultural Documentation and Technology Use 
Archiving – ELAN, FLEX 
Linguistic Analysis  

 
Those interested in participating in the workshop are requested to fill out the attached 
application form and send it by March 05, 2019 to dspmuworkshop@gmail.com 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Last date for applying to the workshop – March 05, 2019 
Release of the list of participants – March 12, 2019 
Workshop – April 14-23, 2019 

mailto:dspmuworkshop@gmail.com

